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Tax bills include city amounts 
The tax bills area 

residents began receiving 
this week are a little dif­
ferent than last year, since 
Eagle Lake agreed to allow 
the county central appraisal 
district to collect its 1984 
taxes. Last year, the city 
prepared and' mailed its 
own tax bills. 

The advantage to Eagle 
Lake taxpayers is that they 
receive all their tax bills on 
one statement (city, county 

City News Roundup 
JEUid school), and ran pay the 
entire amount at one time 
in one place. 

CitY Manager Robert 
Klockman said Tuesday the 
council decision to allow the 
district to bill city taxes is a 
test. If successful, and 
residents agree it is more 

convenient, such billing will 
continue. 

As part of the agreement, 
the appraisal district will 
set up shop in Eagle Lake's 
municipal building more of­
ten, so local taxpayers who 
have questions, or want to 
pay their tax in person, can 

do so without traveling to 
Columbus. 

In fact, the district will be 
in the council chambers of 
the municipal building on 
October 17 and 18. Since 
the appraisal district sets 
property values, that is the 
agency to question about 
your tax statements, 
Klockman said. Although 
you may call city hall and 
ask questions, the staff will 
refer such questions to the 

appraisal district staff. 
la otbw dty 

Klockman said a public 
hearing is scheduled at 7:30 
p.m. October 11 (next 
Tuesday) on the proposed 
annexation of property in 
the Austin-Oipson Road 
area. At the council 
meeting last week, council 
accepted a petition from 
residents in the area, 
reqjesting annexation. The 
petition had space to sign 
for and against annexation. 
Klockman said 17 residents 
of the area signed in favor 
of annexation, and there 
were no signatures in the 
"no" area. Two residents 
refused to sign. 

Klockman urged resi­
dents in the area to 
attend the hearing, and in­
vited other residents to at­
tend also. A presentation 
will be made about the an­
nexation process, and the 
costs, both to the city and 
affected residents. The date 
utilities may be installed 
will be discussed. 

A second publ'c hearing 
on the issue will be held 
October 18. (Council will 
vote on the request on 
November 8. 

In other boaiBeM, council 

accepted a bid from the 
Wm. Thomas Jr. insurance 
agency for health insuran 
ce. He was the low bidder 
over Eagle Lake Insurance 
Agency. Kk)ckinan said the 
city will retain the same 
coverage for employes as in 
the past, but that premiums 
have increased 21 percent. 
The city pays the premium 
for employes, but the em­
ploye must pay for depen­
dant coverage. That cost 
increased from $75.12 to 

Council also heard from 
Jo Balas Riley, director of 
the Four-County Council on 
Alcoholism. She requested 
the city budget $2,000 in 
support of the program, 
that is projected to cost 
more than 180,000 next 
year. Although she 
suggested council 
dedicate the city's share of 
the state mixed drink tax to 
cover the local program 
cost, that has amounted to 
only $69 so far this year. 
Council said because of 
reduced tax revenues, 
there is no money this year, 
and suggested she resubmit 
her request at next year's 
budget meetings^ 

Lion corn/vol big success 
The kiddie rides were one of the biggest attrac­
tions Saturday at the annual Lions Club Parade 
and Carnival. The carnival netted more than 

$3,000 that the Lions will use for worthy local 
projects. Additional photos on page 10. 

Commission rebuts 

Greyhound appeal 

Study Club at work on auction 
Work has begun on the 

annual Study Club Auction 
that will be held November 
5 to raise funds for the 
Wintermann Library, ac­
cording to co-chairman Fair 
Wells. 

A« in the past, the auc­
tion will be held at the 
Community Center in con 
junction with the annual 

stew supper sponsored by 
the Eagle Lake Volunteer 
Fire Department. That 
supper is from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m., and the department's 
ladies auxiliary will be 
selling individual dessert 
items. 

Mrs. Wells said many 
items already have been 
donated for the auction, but 

other items still are being 
collected. Photographs and 
a listing of the items will be 
published in The Headlight 
starting next week. 

New this year will be a 
"Silent Auction." In ad­
dition to .selling items with 
the audience rendering 
verbal bids, many items will 
be on display with bid 
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Honorary Lone Star 
Farmer awards were 
presented Monday 
night .in Houston to W. 
.\. Virnau, left, and K. 
R. Abel, below. Goby 
Shorter, III, Area III 
president, presided at 
the ceremony and made 
the awards. Also in the 
photo below are. 
from left, Rotiel Rober­
ts, Mr. Abel, Mrs. Abel 
and Shorter. The awar­
ds program originally 
was scheduled August 
18, but was cancelled by 
Hurricane Alicia. 

Hcodlight photo* 
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cards. Bids are marked on 
the cards, and the highest 
bid buys the item. That 
auction will be from 4:30 to 
7 p.m. 

Also from 4:30 to 7 p.m., 
the "Bakery" will be open 
with many tempting items 
available. The regular auc­
tion starts at 7 p.m. "Make 
plans now for an enjoyable 
evening at the community 
center," Mrs. Wells said, 
adding "Many beautiful 
items await you." 

This is the fourth annual 
-auction. In I960, more than 
$23,000 was donated, and in 
1981. $22,000 was raised. 
Last year the total was 
$18,000. 

After auction expenses. 
all money goes into the 
general budget of the 
Wintermann Library for 
supplies. books, main­
tenance, salaries and 
general operating expen­
ses. These expenses are 
considerable, and cannot be 
covered by the appreciated 
and valuable contributions 
from the budgets of the city 
of Eagle Lake and Colorado 
County commissioners. 
Mrs. Wells said. 

Many people contribute 
to the memorial fund of the 
library, and this money is 
used exclusively for the 
purchase of new books. The 
Study Oub originated and 
maintained library service 
in Eagle Lake for many 
years. Members now invite 
one and all to participate in 
their annual event to show 
-local «iippnH nt thi. incfi 

library. 

Fund setup 

for victim 
A fund has been 

established at the First 
National Bank here to help 
pay medical expenses of 
DanwUe SUfan Hernandez. 
1ft. iBJMPvd iMt wMk at aa 
automobile accident. 

She is in extremely 
critical condition and ia a 
coma ia Hermann Hospital 
io Houatoo. Her mother aad 
•iepiathM- arc Carol aad 
E i * ! niiBMiiii of Rock 
Island. 

Calhng it "an attempt to 
slam the door in the face of 
the public." the Texas 
Railroad Commission 
daiivcred a sharp rebuttal 
last waek to a petition filed 
with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission by 
Greyhound Lines Inc. 

The petition asked the 
ICC to overturn a Railroad 
Commission denial of the 
company's request to cancel 
bus service to 58 Texas 
cities. 

The Railroad Commission 
issued an order May 16 
denying the Greyhound 
application to cut service in 
the state, citing hardships 
that would be inflicted on 
elderly riders, patients 
traveling for treatment, 
and hospitals and nursing 
homes that use Greyhound 
for shipments. Greyhound's 
petititon to the ICC ap­
pealing that decision was 
filed September 7. 

The strongly worded 
rebuttal, drafted by the 
Railroad Commission's 
transportation division, 
emphasized that 
Greyhound had not presen 
ted detailed financial recor 
ds which would substan­
tiate its claim that it was 
losing money on routes it 
proposed to cancel. The 
company also failed in its 
testimony at commission 
hearings to show that 
reasonable alternative bus 
service is available to the 
affected cities. 

Cost evidence submitted 
by Greyhound to the 
Railroad Commission con­
sisted of a sketchy abstract 
covering only one of the 10 
routes to be dropped and 
only 12 oLthe 58 afferted 
cities. 

Although Greyhound 
claimed that alternative 
service is available from 
other bus lines, almost no 
evidence was presented to 
support that claim, accor­
ding to the commission. The 
company witness told the 
commission that alternative 
service is available at only 
27 of the 58 dties. However, 
in 19 of the 27, passengers 
would have to travel up to 
16 miles to catch another 
company's bus. 

Greyhound also claimed 
in Its petition that 
American Bus Lines had 
filed an application to serva 
cities along the Saa 
Antonio-Houatoa route, 
meaning thoac' cttisens 
would have replacement 
service. But the Railroad 
Commiaaioe paiatsd out 
(kaylwMd M t e l taW tka 
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The annual United Way fund drive is officially un­
derway. Last Friday drive leaders Phyllis Thomaa 
and Ernie Sommerlatte made sure the "Go*! 
Thermometer" was ready on the lawn of the 
Municipal Building. This year's goal is $13,925. 
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Chuck Wagon barbecue 

whole story. 
American withdrew its ap­
plication on August 9. 

The commission 
statement concluded by i f ' ' > "• 
asking the ICC to deny F i n o l D i a n S m O C i e O R 
Greyhound's petition to ' 
discontinue bus service, 
noting that federal law 
requires a balancing 4f the 
public's need for service 
against the Hnanciai and 
operational needs of the 
carrier. 

"In the absence of sub­
stantial, admissible eviden 
ce from which to evaluate 
the carrier's needs, and in 
the presence of convincing 
evidence that the public 
depends on the servcice 
sought to be discontinued, 
the balance must be struck 
in the favor of a finding that 
discontinuance would not 
be consistent with the 
public interest." the com­
mission said. 

Some 235 witnesses 
testified against loss of 
Greyhound service at 
hearings conducted around 
the state earlier this year. 
Greyhound appealed the 
Railroad Commission denial 
under provisions of the Bus 
Regulatory Reform Art of 
1982 which says the ICC can 
overrule unfavorable state 
decisions as an 
"unreasonable burden on 
interestate commerce." 

Eagle Lake Rotarians are 
busy this week making final 
preparations for their an­
nual Chuck Wagon chicken 
barbecue supper to be 
staged m the Eagle Lake 
Community Center next 
Tuesday. October 11 from 5 
to 7 p.m. 

Tickets are on sale with 
ail Rotanans for $4 each, er 
you may purchase tickets at 
the door Tuesday night. 
The barbecued chicken and 
trimmings will be served in 
the air-conditioned 
Community Center or there 
will be plates to go in a fast 
curb service line in the 
pavilion area. The 

Rotanans remind, however, 
that only a limited number 
of tickets will be soid 
Tuesday night so they en­
courage you to buy them ia 
advance if possible. 

Entertamment will be 
provided in the hall dunng 
the serving hours. 

Also, members of the 
American Aaaoriatwo of 
University Women will sell 
delicious homemade cakes, 
whole or by the sbce, 
during the supper. 

The Rotarians aad 
University Women ask 
your support in their fund 
raising projects to benefit 
local community projects. 

Barbara Miller vice chairman 
Barbara Miller, vice 

president and cashier of 
First National Bank of 
Eagle Lake, was installed 
as vice chairman during the 
National .\ssociation of 
Bank Women meeting held 
September 27 

.Attending from The Firal 
National Bank -of Ê agie 
Lake were: Miller. Barbara 
Harborth, auditor; aad 
Sandra Dutcher. asaistaat 
cashier. 

Chuck Wagon barbecvB supper 
Eagle Lake RoUrians are selling tickets for their .annual Chuck Wa(<M bar­
becue scheduled next Tuesday at the Community Center from 5 to 7 pjL 
Last Wednesday chairman Don Obenhaus sold a ticket to visiting Rotariaa 
Kll Hawthorne of Albuquerque, New Mexico. Rotarian presidaat Wayat 
Skifflett looks on. 
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